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South Metro Denver Chamber 
 

HB23-1243  Hospital Community Benefit   

Comment: 
 

Position: AMEND 

Calendar 

Notification: 

Wednesday, March 29 2023 

Public & Behavioral Health & Human Services 

1:30 p.m. Room 0107 

(2) in house calendar.  

Short Title: Hospital Community Benefit 

Sponsors: J. Amabile (D) / D. Moreno (D) 

Summary: The bill makes changes to the hospital community benefit and 

imposes certain requirements on the public presentation of each 

hospital's community implementation plan. The bill requires each 

hospital to: 

• Solicit feedback from the community during each annual 

presentation of its proposed community benefit implementation 

plan for the following year;  

• Submit a report that details who attended the public meeting, the 

topics discussed at the meeting, and any decisions made as a 

result of the discussion;  

• Make the report available to the public; and  

• Complete a community benefit implementation plan that 

addresses the needs described in the reporting hospital's 

community health needs assessment and includes an explanation 

of the community served by the hospital. 

The bill requires the state board to promulgate rules governing 

the accessibility standards for the public meetings and to implement best 

practices to ensure public engagement from a diverse range of 

populations. 

The bill requires the department of health care policy and 

financing (state department) to: 

• Include in its annual report a summary of the estimated federal 

and state tax exemptions made by each hospital;  

• Establish a minimum annual community investment target based 

on certain calculation standards; and  

• Set requirements for compliance, and allows the state department 

to take remedial action if a hospital fails to comply with the 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB23-1243
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hospital community benefit requirements. 

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)  

Status: 3/11/2023 Introduced In House - Assigned to Public & Behavioral 

Health & Human Services 

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 

HB23-1246  Support In-demand Career Workforce   

Comment: 
 

Position: SUPPORT 

Calendar 

Notification: 

NOT ON CALENDAR 

Short Title: Support In-demand Career Workforce 

Sponsors: J. McCluskie (D) | R. Pugliese (R) / J. Buckner (D) | P. Will (R) 

Summary: The bill directs the state board of community colleges and 

occupational education (board) to administer the in-demand short-term 

credentials program (program) in order to support the expansion of the 

number of available and qualified professionals who are able to meet 

Colorado's in-demand workforce needs. 

The bill appropriates $38.6 million from the general fund for this 

program. The board is required to allocate funds to community and 

technical colleges, area technical colleges, local district colleges, and 

Colorado Mesa university to provide assistance to students for eligible 

expenses that support their enrollment in eligible programs. If 

unexpended resources exist, the funds must be used to pay for a student's 

housing, transportation, or food expenses. 

The bill requires the office of future work to provide grants to 

registered apprenticeship programs that provide training in the building 

and construction trade at no cost to apprentices. The bill appropriates 

$1.4 million from the general fund for this grant program. 

The bill appropriates $5 million from the general fund to create 2 

new short-term degree nursing programs at community or technical 

colleges. 

 

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

Status: 3/22/2023 House Committee on Education Refer Unamended to 

Appropriations 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB23-1246
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/23/2023a_hb1246_00.pdf
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HB23-1253  Task Force To Study Corporate Housing Ownership   

Comment: 
 

Position: MONITOR 

Calendar 

Notification: 

Wednesday, March 29 2023 

Transportation, Housing & Local Government 

1:30 p.m. Room LSB-A 

(3) in house calendar.  

Short Title: Task Force To Study Corporate Housing Ownership 

Sponsors: S. Sharbini (D) | M. Lindsay (D) 

Summary: The bill creates the task force on corporate housing ownership 

(task force) in the division of housing in the department of local affairs 

and directs the task force to examine data concerning home sales and 

home ownership in Colorado, including a quantification of: 

• The total number of home sales that have occurred in Colorado 

since January 1, 2008, within certain sales price ranges;  

• The total number of such home sales that resulted in the home 

being owned entirely or partially by a corporation;  

• The total number of homes in each zip code of the state that are 

owned entirely or partially by a corporation; and  

• The total number of homes in the state that are owned entirely or 

partially by a corporation and are unoccupied. 

The task force must report its findings to the legislative 

committees of reference with jurisdiction over housing matters by 

October 1, 2025. The report must include legislative recommendations to 

address the issue of corporate ownership of housing in Colorado, 

including recommendations regarding the potential creation of a fee to 

be imposed upon corporations that own significant numbers of homes in 

Colorado, which fee could be used to fund a grant program to award 

grants to programs and organizations that address housing issues in 

Colorado. 

The task force is repealed, effective September 1, 2027. 

 

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

Status: 3/20/2023 Introduced In House - Assigned to Transportation, Housing & 

Local Government 

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 

 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB23-1253


Colorado Legislative Strategies  March 26, 2023 

4 

 

HB23-1255  Regulating Local Housing Growth Restrictions   

Comment: 
 

Position: MONITOR 

Calendar 

Notification: 

NOT ON CALENDAR 

Short Title: Regulating Local Housing Growth Restrictions 

Sponsors: W. Lindstedt (D) | R. Dickson (D) / J. Gonzales (D) 

Summary: Currently, several local governments have laws restricting the growth of 

residential housing. The bill declares that the state has an interest in 

encouraging housing growth statewide, preempts any existing local 

housing growth restriction, and forbids the enactment or enforcement of 

any future local housing growth restriction, unless the local government 

has experienced a disaster emergency. Capital letters or bold & italic 

numbers indicate new material to be added to existing law. 

Status: 3/24/2023 Introduced In House - Assigned to Transportation, Housing & 

Local Government 

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 

SB23-205  Universal High School Scholarship Program   

Comment: 
 

Position: SUPPORT 

Calendar 

Notification: 

Monday, April 3 2023 

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1:30 PM SCR 357 

(2) in senate calendar.  

Short Title: Universal High School Scholarship Program 

Sponsors: J. Bridges (D) | P. Lundeen (R) / M. Martinez (D) | D. Wilson (R) 

Summary: The bill establishes the universal high school scholarship 

program (program) in the office of economic development (office) to 

provide scholarships for the 2024-25 academic year to students who 

pursue an in-demand or high-priority postsecondary pathway, including 

degrees, certificates, and registered apprenticeships, with a provider on 

the eligible training provider lists disseminated by the department of 

labor and employment, a provider in the Colorado state apprenticeship 

resource directory, a public or private institution of higher education 

operating in Colorado, or an organization approved by the office (service 

providers). 

The office, or a vendor contracted by the office, administers the 

program. The office shall develop policies and procedures necessary to 

administer the program. 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB23-1255
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB23-205
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A student is eligible for the program if the student graduated 

from a Colorado high school or was awarded a high school equivalency 

credential during the 2023-24 academic year; completes the free 

application for federal student aid or the Colorado application for state 

financial aid; and did not receive a grant from the Colorado opportunity 

scholarship initiative. 

Scholarships are awarded in the following priority: To all eligible 

students who intend to enroll at a service provider to pursue an in-

demand or high-priority postsecondary pathway, then to other eligible 

students who intend to enroll at a service provider. Each scholarship 

award is for up to $1,500. Scholarship money is distributed to the service 

provider for use by the student for tuition, fees, and books. 

The bill requires the office to contract with vendors to provide 

postsecondary and career advising at schools identified by the office. 

The bill requires the general assembly to appropriate $25 million 

for the program. 

 

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

Status: 3/20/2023 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Education 

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 

 

SB23-213  Land Use   

Comment: 
 

Position: AMEND 

Calendar 

Notification: 

NOT ON CALENDAR 

Short Title: Land Use 

Sponsors: D. Moreno (D) / I. Jodeh (D) | S. Woodrow (D) 

Summary: Housing needs planning. The executive director of the department of 

local affairs (director) shall, no later than December 31, 2024, and every 

5 years thereafter, issue methodology for developing statewide, regional, 

and local housing needs assessments. The statewide housing needs 

assessment must determine existing statewide housing stock and current 

and future housing needs. The regional housing needs assessments must 

allocate the addressing of housing needs identified in the statewide 

housing needs assessment to regions of the state. Similarly, the local 

housing needs assessments must allocate the addressing of the housing 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB23-213
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needs allocated in the regional housing needs assessment to localities in 

the relevant region. 

The director shall, no later than December 31, 2024, issue 

guidance on creating a housing needs plan for both a rural resort job 

center municipality and an urban municipality. Following this guidance, 

no later than December 31, 2026, and every 5 years thereafter, a rural 

resort job center municipality and an urban municipality shall develop a 

housing needs plan and submit that plan to the department of local 

affairs (department). A housing needs plan must include, among other 

things, descriptions of how the plan was created, how the municipality 

will address the housing needs it was assigned in the local housing needs 

assessment, affordability strategies the municipality has selected to 

address its local housing needs assessment, an assessment of 

displacement risk and any strategies selected to address identified risks, 

and how the locality will comply with other housing requirements in this 

bill. 

The director shall, no later than December 31, 2024, develop and 

publish a menu of affordability strategies to address housing production, 

preservation, and affordability. Rural resort job center municipalities and 

urban municipalities shall identify at least 2 of these strategies that they 

intend to implement in their housing plan, and urban municipalities with 

a transit-oriented area must identify at least 3. 

The director shall, no later than December 31, 2024, develop and 

publish a menu of displacement mitigation measures. This menu must, 

among other things, provide guidance for how to identify areas at the 

highest risk for displacement and identify displacement mitigation 

measures that a locality may adopt. An urban municipality must identify 

which of these measures it intends to implement in its housing plan to 

address any areas it identifies as at an elevated risk for displacement. 

The director shall, no later than March 31, 2024, publish a report 

that identifies strategic growth objectives that will incentivize growth in 

transit-oriented areas and infill areas and guide growth at the edges of 

urban areas. The multi-agency advisory committee shall, no later than 

March 31, 2024, submit a report to the general assembly concerning the 

strategic growth objectives. 

The bill establishes a multi-agency advisory committee and 

requires that committee to conduct a public comment and hearing 

process on and provide recommendations to the director on: 

• Methodologies for developing statewide, regional, and local 

housing needs assessments;  
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• Guidance for creating housing needs plans;  

• Developing a menu of affordability strategies;  

• Developing a menu of displacement mitigation measures;  

• Identifying strategic growth objectives; and  

• Developing reporting guidance and templates. 

A county or municipality within a rural resort region shall 

participate in a regional housing needs planning process. This process 

must encourage participating counties and municipalities to identify 

strategies that, either individually or through intergovernmental 

agreements, address the housing needs assigned to them. A report on this 

process must be submitted to the department. Further, within 6 months of 

completing this process, a rural resort job center municipality shall 

submit a local housing needs plan to the department. Once a year, both 

rural resort job centers and urban municipalities shall report to the 

department on certain housing data. 

A multi-agency group created in the bill and the division of local 

government within the department shall provide assistance to localities 

in complying with the requirements of this bill. This assistance must 

include technical assistance and a grant program. 

Accessory dwelling units. The director shall promulgate an 

accessory dwelling unit model code that, among other things, requires 

accessory dwelling units to be allowed as a use by right in any part of a 

municipality where the municipality allows single-unit detached 

dwellings as a use by right. The committee shall provide 

recommendations to the director for promulgating this model code. In 

developing these recommendations, the committee shall conduct a public 

comment and hearing process. 

Even if a municipality does not adopt the accessory dwelling unit 

model code, the municipality shall adhere to accessory dwelling unit 

minimum standards established in the bill and by the department. These 

minimum standards, among other things, must require a municipality to: 

• Allow accessory dwelling units as a use by right in any part of 

the municipality where the municipality allows single-unit 

detached dwellings as a use by right;  

• Only adopt or enforce local laws concerning accessory dwelling 

units that use objective standards and procedures;  

• Not adopt, enact, or enforce local laws concerning accessory 

dwelling units that are more restrictive than local laws 

concerning single-unit detached dwellings; and  
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• Not apply standards that make the permitting, siting, or 

construction of accessory dwelling units infeasible. 

Middle housing. The director shall promulgate a middle housing model 

code that, among other things, requires middle housing to be allowed as 

a use by right in any part of a rural resort job center municipality or a tier 

one urban municipality where the municipality allows single-unit 

detached dwellings as a use by right. The committee shall provide 

recommendations to the director for promulgating this model code. In 

developing these recommendations, the committee shall conduct a public 

comment and hearing process. 

Even if a rural resort job center municipality or a tier one urban 

municipality does not adopt the middle housing model code, the 

municipality shall adhere to middle housing minimum standards 

established in the bill and by the department. These minimum standards, 

among other things, must require a municipality to: 

• Allow middle housing as a use by right in certain areas;  

• Only adopt or enforce local laws concerning middle housing that 

use objective standards and procedures;  

• Allow properties on which middle housing is allowed to be split 

by right using objective standards and procedures;  

• Not adopt, enact, or enforce local laws concerning middle 

housing that are more restrictive than local laws concerning 

single-unit detached dwellings; and  

• Not apply standards that make the permitting, siting, or 

construction of middle housing infeasible. 

Transit-oriented areas. The director shall promulgate a transit-oriented 

area model code that, among other things, imposes minimum residential 

density limits for multifamily residential housing and mixed-income 

multifamily residential housing and allows these developments as a use 

by right in the transit-oriented areas of tier one urban municipalities. The 

committee shall provide recommendations to the director for 

promulgating this model code. In developing these recommendations, 

the committee shall conduct a public comment and hearing process. 

Even if a tier one urban municipality does not adopt the transit-

oriented model code, the municipality shall adhere to middle housing 

minimum standards established in the bill and by the department. These 

minimum standards, among other things, must require a municipality to: 

• Create a zoning district within a transit-oriented area in which 

multifamily housing meets a minimum residential density limit 

and is allowed as a use by right; and  
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• Not apply standards that make the permitting, siting, or 

construction of multifamily housing in transit-oriented areas 

infeasible. 

Key corridors. The director shall promulgate a key corridor model code 

that applies to key corridors in rural resort job center municipalities and 

tier one urban municipalities. The model code must, among other things, 

include requirements for:  

• The percentage of units in mixed-income multifamily residential 

housing that must be reserved for low- and moderate-income 

households;  

• Minimum residential density limits for multifamily residential 

housing; and  

• Mixed-income multifamily residential housing that must be 

allowed as a use by right in key corridors.  

The committee shall provide recommendations to the director for 

promulgating this model code. In developing these recommendations, 

the committee shall conduct a public comment and hearing process. 

Even if a rural resort job center municipality or a tier one urban 

municipality does not adopt the key corridor model code, the 

municipality shall adhere to key corridor minimum standards 

promulgated by the director and developed by the department. These 

minimum standards, among other things, must identify a net residential 

zoning capacity for a municipality and must require a municipality to: 

• Allow multifamily residential housing within key corridors that 

meets the net residential zoning capacity as a use by right;  

• Not apply standards that make the permitting, siting, or 

construction of multifamily housing in certain areas infeasible; 

and  

• Not adopt, enact, or enforce local laws that make satisfying the 

required minimum residential density limits infeasible. 

The committee shall provide recommendations to the director on 

promulgating these minimum standards. In developing these 

recommendations, the committee shall conduct a public comment and 

hearing process. 

Adoption of model codes and minimum standards. A relevant 

municipality shall adopt either the model code or local laws that satisfy 

the minimum standards concerning accessory dwelling units, middle 

housing, transit-oriented areas, and key corridors. Furthermore, a 

municipality shall submit a report to the department demonstrating that it 
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has done so. If a municipality fails to adopt either the model code or 

local laws that satisfy the minimum standards by a specified deadline, 

the relevant model code immediately goes into effect, and municipalities 

shall then approve any proposed projects that meet the standards in the 

model code using objective procedures. However, a municipality may 

apply to the department for a deadline extension for a deficiency in water 

or wastewater infrastructure or supply.Additional provisions. The bill 

also:  

• Requires the advisory committee on factory-built structures and 

tiny homes to produce a report on the opportunities and barriers 

in state law concerning the building of manufactured homes, 

mobile homes, and tiny homes;  

• Removes the requirements that manufacturers of factory-built 

structures comply with escrow requirements of down payments 

and provide a letter of credit, certificate of deposit issued by a 

licensed financial institution, or surety bond issued by an 

authorized insurer;  

• Prohibits a planned unit development resolution or ordinance for 

a planned unit with a residential use from restricting accessory 

dwelling units, middle housing, housing in transit-oriented areas, 

or housing in key corridors in a way not allowed by this bill;  

• Prohibits a local government from enacting or enforcing 

residential occupancy limits that differ based on the relationships 

of the occupants of a dwelling;  

• Modifies the content requirements for a county and municipal 

master plan, requires counties and municipalities to adopt or 

amend master plans as part of an inclusive process, and requires 

counties and municipalities to submit master plans to the 

department;  

• Allows a municipality to sell and dispose of real property and 

public buildings for the purpose of providing property to be used 

as affordable housing, without requiring the sale to be submitted 

to the voters of the municipality;  

• Requires the approval process for manufactured and modular 

homes to be based on objective standards and administrative 

review equivalent to the approval process for site-built homes;  

• Prohibits a municipality from imposing more restrictive standards 

on manufactured and modular homes than the municipality 

imposes on site-built homes;  

• Prohibits certain municipalities from imposing minimum square 

footage requirements for residential units in the approval of 

residential dwelling unit construction permits;  

• Requires certain entities to submit to the Colorado water 

conservation board (board) a completed and validated water loss 

audit report pursuant to guidelines that the board shall adopt;  
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• Allows the board to make grants from the water efficiency grant 

program cash fund to provide water loss audit report validation 

assistance to covered entities;  

• Allows the board and the Colorado water resources and power 

development authority to consider whether an entity has 

submitted a required audit report in deciding whether to release 

financial assistance to the entity for the construction of a water 

diversion, storage, conveyance, water treatment, or wastewater 

treatment facility;  

• Prohibits a unit owners' association from restricting accessory 

dwelling units, middle housing, housing in transit-oriented areas, 

or housing in key corridors;  

• Requires the department of transportation to ensure that the 

prioritization criteria for any grant program administered by the 

department are consistent with state strategic growth objectives, 

so long as doing so does not violate federal law;  

• Requires any regional transportation plan that is created or 

updated to address and ensure consistency with state strategic 

growth objectives;  

• Requires that expenditures for local and state multimodal projects 

from the multimodal transportation options fund are only to be 

made for multimodal projects that the department determines are 

consistent with state strategic growth objectives; and  

• For state fiscal year 2023-24, appropriates $15,000,000 from the 

general fund to the housing plans assistance fund and makes the 

department responsible for the accounting related to the 

appropriation. 

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)  

Status: 3/22/2023 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Local Government & 

Housing 

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 


