Festive evening at AMG National Bank Trust was a night to remember
Governor Hickenlooper among others attended the First Collaborative Consular Corps Celebration

The South Metro Denver Chamber hosted its first ever Consular Corps Celebration last Monday, June 22nd at the newly built AMG National Trust Bank in Greenwood Village. This unprecedented gathering of international leaders marked the formal launch of the Chamber’s new global commerce initiative, designed to connect the diplomatic and business communities.
Attendees from all over the world gathered under the stunning dome in AMG to listen to remarks throughout the evening. Guests included food and beverage companies from the Taste of Canada, being held concurrently, OEDIT, US Export Assistance Center, World Trade Center Denver, WorldDenver, members of the Chamber’s Economic Development Group, the Chamber’s Board of Directors, and the diplomatic community. 
Doug Tisdale, EVP Economic Development, South Metro Chamber was the host for the evening; he first introduced Larry A. Mizel, Chairman and CEO of MDC Holdings, Inc. Mizel then introduced Governor John Hickenlooper. Hickenlooper spoke of the importance of imports, exports, and what they mean to Colorado’s economy. He also stressed the fact that imports can be a positive for Colorado businesses, allowing them to expand their capacity. 
 Canadian Consul General Marcy Grossman spoke about Canada and Colorado’s profitable trade relationship, including the extreme return on investment the state of Colorado has seen from such relations. 
CSU Global President Becky Takeda-Tinker introduced Denver Mayor Michael Hancock, and the Mayor stressed the importance of connectivity – sharing goods, technology, and education proves for a collaborative and vibrant economy. TECO- Denver Director General Jack Yang made remarks about Taiwan and the importance of the TPP. 
The program concluded with an introduction of all the Consular Corps representatives who attended, and final remarks from Doug Tisdale. Tisdale briefed the audience about what the Chambers’ global commerce initiative means:
“The South Metro Denver Chamber is positioning itself as the “Go To” Chamber in Colorado for international trade and global commerce, working to connect Colorado businesses with existing resources and new opportunities.  We approach this task in a collaborative manner with all of our strategic partners, including the Office of Economic Development and International Trade; World Trade Center Denver; US Export Assistance Center; Denver Metro Chamber.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chamber is proud to have hosted this event at AMG National Trust Bank – the building was perfect for the occasion – winding staircases throughout, lion sculptures, antique furniture, and a gorgeous dome in the ballroom set the tone for the upscale evening. The Chamber would also like to thank its sponsors for this event: Co-presenting sponsors; MDC Richmond American Homes Corporation and Colorado State University Global Campus. Other sponsors were the Consulate General of Canada, The Ruschmeyer Corporation, the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Denver, CGI, AMG National Trust Bank, and Footer’s Catering.  
