N.M. to get geothermal power plant
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LORDSBURG, N.M. - A Utah-based company plans to build a geothermal-powered generating station in southwestern New Mexico to provide electricity for Arizona.

Raser Technologies Inc. of Provo said it will be the first commercial geothermal power plant in New Mexico.

The company, in a statement Wednesday, said the plant should generate 10 to 11 megawatts of electricity for about 5,500 homes in the Phoenix area. 
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Raser has entered into a purchased power agreement with Phoenix-area utility Salt River Project to start delivering electricity in December.

Richard Clayton, executive vice president for Raser, said geothermal power from the plant will provide reliable energy "with zero emissions and the least intrusive impact to the environment."

The project's 2,500-acre site in Hidalgo County is a well-studied geothermal source that has been used by an area greenhouse operation for several years, the company said.

