A123Systems to built lithium ion battery plant in southeast Michigan
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A123Systems, the parent company of the former T/J Technologies in Ann Arbor, announced today that it plans to build the first of several lithium ion battery manufacturing plants in southeast Michigan.

The company expects the combined plants across the United States will cost $2.3 billion to construct, will occupy as much as 7 million square feet of space and employ more than 14,000 people, according to a statement.

The announcement was made in conjunction with Massachusetts-based A123Systems' submission of an application under the U.S. Department of Energy's Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing Incentive Program to qualify for $1.84 billion in direct loans to build the plants.

It is unclear how many plants will be built, or if Ann Arbor will be in the running to land a facility. A123Systems bought Ann Arbor lithium ion battery maker T/J Technologies in 2006. The A123Systems Ann Arbor site is known as the Advanced Research & Government Solutions Group of A123Systems. 

When reached by phone this morning, Maria Thompson, president of the Ann Arbor site, said A123Systems is "looking for a lot of space" but referred further questions to A123Systems president and CEO David Vieau. Vieau did not immediately return a call.

