District gets grant for energy displays
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The Eastern Iowa Community College District has received a $286,000 federal grant that it will use for interactive displays about renewable energy at a new, $2.19 million building it expects to begin constructing this summer at its campus off Interstate 80 in Davenport.

The grant comes from the United States Department of Education.

The 1,700-square-foot building will have classrooms for the district’s advanced technology/environmental education programs, currently housed at its Belmont Road campus in Bettendorf, as well as displays open to the public, Alan Campbell, associate director for communications, said.

“It is intended that the center be a destination where people will gather to visit and learn,” Campbell said in a news release. “It will include demonstration areas both inside and out for environmental and renewable energy-related technologies.”

One of the first exhibits will be an informational display describing the building and its energy-efficient features.

A special section will be created for “Farming for Energy — The Harvest of the Heartland” focusing on the energy and economic development opportunities for Iowa, Campbell said.

The new building should be completed by summer 2009.

The EICCD board and administration have committed the college to integrating sustainable community buildings into its mission, core values, policies and planning processes.

“Global warming is a defining challenge of our time,” EICCD Chancellor Patricia Keir said. “Human activities are responsible for the problem and, working together, humans have the capacity to solve the problem. That means taking serious action today.”
