Bill seeks to help with cost of solar-energy panels
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DENVER - Solar-energy systems save homeowners money on their utility bills, but it might take 20 years to recoup the $20,000 needed to install a typical system. 

- The Associated Press 

So despite the battery of clean-energy bills the Legislature has passed the last two years, many ordinary people feel left out. 

On Tuesday, though, lawmakers voted for a solar-power bill that has middle-income people in mind. House Bill 1350 by Rep. Alice Madden, D-Boulder, lets local governments set up special tax districts to handle the long-term financing of home-based clean-energy projects. 

Homeowners could opt in to a "voluntary property tax" to pay for solar panels, small windmills or energy-efficiency improvements to their homes. 

Neighbors who don't want to participate wouldn't be charged the tax. Instead, the property tax would be charged on houses that make energy improvements, and the tax would continue until the original cost was repaid, even if the original owners sold the home. 

That way, people can afford to put up solar panels without worrying about moving before they recover their original investment. 

	


It's a smart way to overcome the short-term expense, said Tom Plant, director of the Governor's Energy Office.

"We don't expect people who buy a car to go in and plop down $20,000, $10,000 in cash," Plant said.

If Madden's bill passes, the city of Boulder plans to start a program.

The House Transportation and Energy Committee voted 12-0 for Madden's bill. It now goes to the full House for more consideration.

"It is the first time that the state and local communities can put their energy together and offer low-interest loans to homeowners and businesses," Madden said

