In slightly more than a decade, Eastern Iowa Community College District has opened the doors on a number of training centers, specializing in specific areas of study.

These centers of excellence draw together the many resources that the district and its colleges have to offer in a single location. In addition to EICCD's resources, the centers have also benefited from financial assistance at both the state and federal levels.

The most recent addition to these centers is the Midwest Center for Safety & Rescue Training (MCSRT). In 2007, EICCD acquired a former water park just off Interstate 80 in Davenport. The unique features of the facility allow the college to offer water rescue training in addition to a wide variety of fire, emergency and safety training classes. 
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Opened just two years before the MSCRT, in 2005, was the Muscatine Industrial Technology Center. Located on the Muscatine Community College campus, the center trains the workers of today and tomorrow in welding, hydraulics, pneumatics, electricity, programmable logic control and robotics.

Located just a mile from the MCSRT is the John T. Blong Technology Center (BTC). The BTC's many services include everything from credit programs to industrial training; from team building to coaching skills. The center provides local businesses and workers much-needed training and education.

To the north, Clinton Community College's Graphic Arts Technology Center (GATC) is the home for the college's programs in Graphic Arts, Computer Aided Design and Mechatronics.

A spin-off of GATC, now located in Davenport, is the Graphic Arts Training and Consulting Group. It provides expert training for newspapers, commercial printers, in-plant departments and marketing and design professionals in the areas of customer support, publishing, design and printing software, offset and digital presses and binding and finishing services.

Finally, the Advanced Technology Environmental Education Center (ATEEC) in Bettendorf is the only one of its kind in the country. Providing training for environmental, health, safety, energy and natural resource technicians it is also a National Science Foundation Center of Excellence.

To learn more about any of these centers, simply click on the links to the right.

	Advanced Technology Environmental AND ENERGY Center
	

	 
	The Advanced Technology Environmental and Energy Center (ATEEC) is a national center that promotes and supports environmental technology education to address the needs of the national and global workforce.



ATEEC is supported and funded by the National Science Foundation and is a partnership of the Hazardous Materials Training and Research Institute, the national Partnership for Environmental Technology Education, and the University of 

Northern Iowa. ATEEC has also received 

funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Find out more about these and other ATEEC partners.


8500 Hillandale Road, Davenport, Iowa 52806 ~ 563-441-4360
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MISSION: The Eastern Iowa Community College District's John T. Blong Technology Center supports the economic future and vitality of area manufacturers through human resource, technology and industrial development.

The Eastern Iowa Community College District (Clinton, Muscatine and Scott Community Colleges, the Business and Industry Center and the Continuing Education Division) is pleased to present the future of manufacturing technology in the new John T. Blong Technology Center.

The John T. Blong Technology Center is expanding services to offer students the ultimate self-paced education and training program. You can sign up for a variety of programs in a "planned-entry," "open-exit" format. Programs offered at the center are self-paced and modular. Students may register for individual modules or entire programs at any time during a typical academic term. It's what you want - when you want 
Click on the following titles for examples of the curriculum used at the Blong Technology Center. (These files require Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free download.) 

Welding


Shielded Metal Arc Welding
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Gas Metal Arc Welding
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Oxyacetylene Welding, Cutting & Brazing
Industrial Engineering Technology / Machining
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Precision Measurement
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Lathe Work
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Fundamentals of CNC
CNC Turning Oeprator
Industrial Engineering Technology / Computer Aided Design


Industrial Math and Measurement Module 1

Industrial Math and Measurement Module 4
Electromechanical Systems

Print Reading Module 3
Print Reading Module 7
The new Eastern Iowa John T. Blong Technology Center (BTC) houses eight labs for high-tech manufacturing training in machining, welding, computers, pneumatics/hydraulics, instrumentation and drafting. The largest lab is the machining lab at 7,000 square feet; there are five classrooms, three computer labs, a Pneumatics/Hydraulics lab, drafting lab and an ACT Testing Center.

The ACT (American College Testing) Center is a result of that company's move to launch a network of computerized testing and training centers at the country's community colleges. The 1,600 square-foot ACT Center can be used for industrial skills testing and prescribed training as well as college entrance/placement examinations.

The BTC is a cooperative effort between the college district and the following local manufacturers: DuPont, Nichols Aluminum, JDDW, ALCOA, Inc., North Star Steel Co., Litton Industries, IPSCO, Packaging Technologies and Sears Manufacturing.

A study released in 1999 by the Eastern Iowa Community College District showed a high need of nearly 60,000 new and replacement hires in eastern Iowa for employees with skills in manufacturing technology. The skill areas showing the greatest need were in the area of machining and fabricating.

The need for skilled workers has been driven to an extremely high priority by retiring baby boomers and Iowa's shrinking labor force, making the Blong Technology Center an important resource for eastern Iowa.

The center will offer industrial courses in a variety of specific skill areas such as welding, CNC, Pro-engineering, drafting, blueprint reading, computer skills, math, problem solving, sheet metal work and many others.

The ACT Center provides skills-specific training and development, workplace skills assessments, continuing education courses, computer-delivered certification and professional licensure tests, distance learning and computerized educational and career guidance counseling.

The goal of the BTC is to support the economic future of eastern Iowa manufacturers through human resource, technology and industry development. Both credit and non-credit (adult, continuing education) classes and training are offered and integrated at  the center, a new model for Clinton, Muscatine and Scott Community Colleges.

	Facilities

	Machining Lab
	Welding Lab

	Three Computer Labs
	Five Classrooms

	General Lab
	Pneumatics / Hydraulics Lab

	Instrumentation Lab
	Drafting Lab

	ACT Testing Center
	 

	 

	Programs

	    Earn a certificate, diploma or associate degree - or a certificate of completion for all non-credit programs. There are many certificate options available, which can all build toward a diploma or    an associate degree. 

	General Skills for Industry
	Team Building

	Communication Skills
	Applied Math

	Problem Solving / Critical Thinking
	Workplace Readiness Skills

	Technical Reading
	Information Technology

	Quality Concepts
	Global Economics

	Blueprint Reading
	Measurement

	Computer Fundamentals
	Environmental Safety

	Worker Safety & Health
	Applied Physics

	Industrial Engineering Technology - CNC
	Production - Manufacturing

	General Machining
	CNC Training

	Welding
	Metrology / Quality Control

	Fabrication Training
	Sheet Metal

	Assembly Training
	Engineering Technology

	Quality Control
	Drafting Training

	Design Technology
	Solid Modeling

	Pro-Engineer Training
	AutoCAD Training

	Industrial Control Systems
	Electricity

	Industrial Mechanical Maintenance
	Programmable Logic Controllers

	Hydraulics
	Pneumatics

	Process Control
	Industrial Electronics

	Millwright / Equipment Installation
	Bearings and Lubrication

	Valves / Pumps / Compressors
	Drives and Assemblies

	First Line Supervisor Training
	Leadership Skills

	Project Management
	Effective Communications

	Goal Setting
	Management Techniques

	Evaluation Techniques
	Conflict Resolution

	Strategic Planning
	Time Management

	Quality Concepts 
	Coaching Skills

	Trouble Shooting Skills
	Integrated Process Teams


Welding

Scott Community College 
   
Program Description 
The welding program at the Blong Technology Center (BTC) provides options in certificate, diploma, or degree programs in a range of industrial welding techniques: ARC, MIG, TIG, core wire, gas. Certificate programs are offered in production welding, basic welding, and structural welding. The welding lab is equipped to provide each student with hands-on learning opportunities, with instructors present and available for guidance. Courses are offered in an eight-week format with flexible schedule of attendance during the day or evening. 
    
Award Options 
Associate in Applied Science Degree - Welding 
Diploma - Welding 
Certificate - Basic Welding, Production Welding, and Structural Welding 
    
Job Outlook 
The Occupational Outlook Handbook predicts excellent prospects for welders. One reason is that almost every manufacturer uses welding at some stage of the manufacturing process or for the repair or maintenance of equipment or machinery. Another reason is that technology is improving welding, creating more uses for it in the workplace. In other words, applications for welding are expanding all the time, creating more jobs and better wages. It is an excellent second trade that can make you more employable. 
  
Earnings 
According to The Occupational Outlook Handbook, the median salary (for the middle 50% of welders, cutters, solderers, and brazers) is between $10.74 and $16.37 per hour. 

Electromechanical Systems

Scott Community College 
 
Program Description 
The Electromechanical Systems program at the Blong Technology Center (BTC) offers several options for career training: the Applied Electricity certificate; the Electrical Systems certificate; the Hydraulics/Pneumatics Systems certificate; and the two-year degree program. Hands-on training is provided in the modern labs of the new BTC, where students can work at their own pace, but instructors are available for guidance. Courses are offered in an eight-week format with flexible schedule of attendance during the day or evening. 
 
Award Options 
Associate in Applied Science Degree - Electromechanical Systems 
Certificate - Applied Electricity 
Certificate - Electrical Systems 
Certificate - Hydraulics/Pneumatics Systems 
  
Job Outlook 
Electromechanical systems are found in many areas: manufacturing, communication, national defense, commercial air travel, and energy production. All of these fields use electronic equipment as control devices, and they have become critical to the success and smooth operation of a company. For that reason, there will be many opportunities for employment for installers, repairers, or maintenance personnel. 

The Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) program provides all of the skills necessary to gain meaningful employment as an entry- level HVAC Technician. 

Our students obtain extensive hands-on experience in the repair, maintenance and installation of a wide variety of heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation systems.  Both residential and commercial systems are covered to provide students with a broad experience.  Classes in HVAC are taught by lecture and followed by appropriate laboratory experience, building both hands-on and application skills.

Program Awards
Associate in Applied Science Degree in Heating, Air Conditioning and Ventilation (two-year)
Diploma in Heating, Air Conditioning and Ventilation 
(one-year) 
Certificate in Heating Air Conditioning and Ventilation 
(two semesters)

Accreditation
In 1990 the Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning Program was certified by the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Institute.  Since that time HVAC students have ranked among the best in the nation on certification exams. 

Graduates from the HVAC Program are prepared to pass certification exams in all of the following areas:

     1. Residential Heating and Air Conditioning
     2. Commercial Heating and Air Conditioning
     3. E.P.A. Section 608 Certification

The Mechatronics Technology program at Clinton Community College has been designed to meet the need for highly skilled electromechanical and electronics maintenance technicians.  

Graduates of the Mechatronics Technology program have the knowledge and skills needed to get good jobs. They can choose from many career areas including industrial maintenance, robotics, electromechanical systems, instrumentation, process control and many others.

Mechatronics Technology is a degree program with new classes starting each term. Program courses are also offered on a nonredit basis through Clinton Community College's Business and Industry Center.  

The Mechatronics Technology program is designed so students without any previous electronics or mechanical background can succeed. Students entering the Mechatronics Technology program with strong math and science backgrounds usually have more success completing the program. High school courses in electronics, algebra, trigonometry and physics or physical science are helpful.

Thanks to a $366,000 grant from the State of Iowa, the Mechatronics program was moved in 2007 to the college's Graphic Arts Technology Center.

Manufacturing Maintenance

Muscatine Community College 
  
Program Description 
Today's high-tech manufacturing facilities require highly-trained technical personnel to maintain and service complex automated systems. The Manufacturing Maintenance program prepares graduates for employment and/or advancement as a maintenance technician in those manufacturing firms requiring maintenance, calibration and repair of industrial equipment. This includes preparation in the service maintenance as well as the production maintenance fields. 
    
Areas of Emphasis 
Areas of emphasis in the program include: workplace communications; mechanical systems; electrical systems; fluid power systems; rotating equipment. 
    
Earnings 
Based on the results of recent local and regional surveys, graduates can expect to earn an annual salary in the range of $19,000 to $25,000. 

» Manufacturing Maintenance 

Certificate Program
 

Manufacturing Technology

Clinton, Muscatine and Scott Community Colleges 
 
Program Description 
This exciting program was originally developed at the request of one company, IPSCO Steel, and has since been expanded to meet the needs of many other area industrial manufacturers. It is specifically designed to assist local industry with the fast-paced changes being experienced in manufacturing technologies. 
    
Job Outlook 
Graduates of the program can expect to work in such positions as: manufacturing design; manufacturing production; process control; quality control; manufacturing maintenance; electricity/electronics; electromechanical diagnostics. 

Technical Studies

Clinton, Muscatine and Scott Community Colleges 
  
You have skills, knowledge and abilities gained from years on the job, participation in an apprenticeship, an on-the-job training program, or from general life and work experiences. Those skills and abilities can be validated through Clinton, Muscatine or Scott Community College. 
  
Validation means that skills are evaluated, and, if they meet the criteria, credits are awarded and put toward completion of a degree. Credits are judged in a variety of ways, depending upon which method works best for your field of study. This could be a written test, a performance test or a compilation of your work called Credit for Prior Learning. 
  
The end result is an Associate in Applied Science degree in the career field in which you have the most experience and interest. 
  
The AAS degree in Technical Studies consists of a total of 64 credits. Some of these will come from Credit for Prior Learning and be combined with credits earned from the following components. 
  
Core Concentration:
24 credit hours of this degree program must come from one program-specific area (for example, auto technology, interior design, industrial technology…). 
  
Elective Courses
22 credit hours of this degree program can be selected from any of the current career program (AAS) courses offered at the colleges. 
  
General Education
18 credit hours from the following concentrations: 
3 cr. - English or Communications 
3 cr. - Math or Science 
3 cr. - Microcomputer Applications (CS:114) 
3 cr. - Arts & Humanities 
3 cr. - Cultural and Historical Perspectives 
3 cr. - Social Science 
  
Requirements for Admission 
· Complete the required paperwork for requesting Credit for Prior Learning. A maximum of 46 credit hours may be earned toward the Technical Studies AAS degree through Credit for Prior Learning. 

· Pay corresponding testing fee (depending upon the skill evaluation method used portfolio development, written test, performance test, etc.)

· You will be billed a transcription fee of $9 per credit hour for all credit awarded. 

· Work with an advisor to complete and file an educational Course of Study Plan with the registrar's office. 

· You will be awarded an AAS in TechnicalStudies upon completion of the Course of Study Plan requirements. 
 

