Fort Collins, CSU could win with renewable energy bills
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	A continued focus on renewable energy during the 2008 Legislative session will benefit Fort Collins and Colorado State University, local lawmakers say. 

Sen. Bob Bacon, D-Fort Collins, is sponsoring legislation that would dedicate millions of dollars in state funding to bring bioscience technology developed at CSU to the open market quickly . 

If passed, the bill, which would provide an additional $3.5 million annually to help private companies sprout from CSU and other bioscience research institutions in Colorado, would be a big boost to economic development in Fort Collins, Bacon said.

The measure, which would use gaming dollars for funding, could get bipartisan support.

Larimer County Republican Sen. Steve Johnson said he is very supportive of getting bioscience innovations out of the university and into the market quickly.

“This is a great way to get the best bang for the buck in economic development,” Johnson said. “Past efforts to get more research dollars for CSU have taken them from critical transportation needs, while this doesn't hurt transportation.”

Other bills coming in 2008 with a direct impact on Fort Collins include a bill sponsored by Fort Collins Democrat Rep. Randy Fischer to bring increased funding to the CSU‘s Colorado Water Research Institute; a bill by Johnson to limit the amount of time trains can block intersections; and a bill by Bacon to extend the life of the Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority.

Johnson, Bacon, Fischer and Rep. John Kefalas, D-Fort Collins, are all sponsoring legislation that would require more regulation of certain mining operations. That legislation is aimed at the proposed Powertech (USA) uranium mine in Weld County northeast of Fort Collins. 


