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WIND POWER: Detroit River wind power project deemed safe for birds and economical 
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America needs alternative energy sources but Americans want to protect their birds and bats and the largest issue with wind power is perhaps interaction with birds and bats. No doubt, wind turbines will interact with all winged creatures but it is proven that negative impacts can be mitigated to the point of being insignificant. The issue is somewhat of an environmental conundrum but all anthropogenic activity impacts the environment in some way. Birds face collisions with everything from buildings to cars. These collisions account for the majority of bird deaths. House cats that are allowed to roam and hunt are detrimental to any wildlife small enough to catch. In fact, birds face so many troubles, which can be solved that wind turbines aren't the real issue. In my opinion, wind turbines are used as a factual red herring. Curry & Kerlinger produced a synthesis of data from environmental organizations and governmental agencies on anthropogenic activities per year that cause bird fatalities: glass windows (100 - 900 million deaths), house cats (100 million), automobiles and trucks (50 to 100 million), electric transmission line collisions (174 million), agriculture (67 million), land development (unknown), communication towers (4 to 10 million), stock tank drowning (unknown), oil and gas extraction (1 to 2 million), logging and strip mining (unknown), commercial fishing (unknown but high), electrocutions (more than 1,000) and hunting (100 million). I would also list pollution.

People should neuter or spay their cats and use bell collars, the government should protect key habitat and nesting areas, more funding is needed to understand the interactions of pollution with our environment and more money is needed for renewable energy. Banning wind farms is not going to solve our environmental problems. I believe banning wind farms will progress environmental problems.

Change is coming and technology is changing how wind turbines interact with the environment. Modern wind turbines are more efficient, have an increased longevity and produce more power. The utility of wind turbines is increasing exponentially every year. Management and regulations are improving the functionality of wind too. Today, environmental impact assessments (ESAs) and feasibility studies are required. Feasibility studies maximize electricity production and ESAs minimize the impact on the environment.

Critics of wind power remain. Most criticism is just and constructive criticism is helpful. Cape Wind is a very controversial project and bird collisions are cited as an issue. Cape Cod is a prime bird watching destination but the Massachusetts Audubon Society supports Cape Wind if Cape Wind integrates “comprehensive and rigorous monitoring and mitigation conditions that will reduce the risk to birds and other wildlife” into the project.

The Altamont Pass Wind Farm is often compared to Cape Wind but this comparison is unfair. First, Cape Wind hasn't even been constructed. Second, Altamont Pass is often cited as a kiss of death for birds but the wind farm was installed after the energy crisis of the 1970s therefore making the wind farm one of the earliest wind farms in the United States. Mitigatory measures and regulation has evolved much since the 1970s.

Wind power will serve a great utility for our nation. Obtuseness and NIMBYism are no replacement for progress. I believe wind power should remain green by adhering to comprehensive but practical mitigatory measures. The threats of pollution and climate change are too great to give up on wind power. Wind and solar fever are here. Areas such as the Midwest are embracing wind energy but taking the necessary steps to keep it environmentally friendly. From The Detroit News:

McCoy said the avian study, conducted during the spring and fall of 2006 and 2007, tracked bird migration patterns at four sites, using radar detectors to gauge the impact on birds and bats. Meteorological towers up for about a year are estimating wind capacity of the future turbines would be about 25 percent -- making the project economical, McCoy said. The $190,000 studies show the five 1.8 megawatt turbines would each generate enough energy to supply power to 500 to 700 homes....

Some complain wind turbines could kill birds and bats and become eyesores, but Sarver said those concerns have decreased as technology has improved.

