Cloud wins grant to build wind turbine

Cloud County Community College has been awarded a $1 million federal grant to build a wind turbine near the Concordia campus.

The college will build a one- to two-megawatt wind turbine for teaching and promoting wind energy as well as to provide electricity to the campus.

College president Richard Underbakke said the turbine can become a prototype for the movement to power state buildings with renewable energy.

Cloud County, in partnership with Manhattan Area Technical College, is the only Kansas college approved to offer a degree in Applied Science in Wind Technology. The associate degree program will train workers for the emerging wind industry.

Horizon Wind Energy, which is developing a large commercial wind energy farm about 10 miles from the Concordia campus, will partner with the college on the project.

