Babson wind turbine generates campus environmental lessons
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WELLESLEY — 

Babson College next month will become the first university in greater Boston to use wind energy produced by its very own on-campus turbine.

The groundbreaking ceremony will take place Thursday with installation expected to take just under a month. If all goes according to plan, the turbine should be up and running in time for a special Earth Day celebration on April 22.

"There is a lot of support for it and a lot of excitement for it on campus,'' said Clinton White, the second-year MBA student who spearheaded the project along with first-year MBAs Rob Banagale and Jonah Eidus. "It goes beyond the grad school. It's a school project, ultimately.''

The college will be installing a residential-scale turbine not only to generate energy, but also to promote sustainability programs at the college and encourage students to think about the connection between entrepreneurship and the environment.

"We were trying to find a product that would be applicable to our academic focus,'' said White, who has been working on the project for the past year.

He brought Banagale and Eidus on board this fall, and together the three proposed the project to the college through the Babson Energy and Environmental Club.

The Skystream 3.7, which is manufactured by Southwest Windpower, is "the first residential-scale turbine that has an inverter built directly into the turbine,'' he said.

The built-in inverter converts the direct current power produced by the turbine to alternating current power, the form in which electricity can be used by the college. Based on current production estimates, the turbine is expected to produce enough energy to support Babson's entrepreneurship gallery.

Different placards at the base of the turbine and around campus will describe the project, recognize Babson alums who have done innovative work in the energy sector, and share information about other sustainability projects at the college.

"The goals of this project really go beyond the power it (the turbine) is going to produce,'' said White, who is interested in the alternative energy sector on a professional level. "It's a way to promote sustainability on campus - past, present and future.''

White also said he hopes that the college will use the project "as a way to inspire current students to look at doing environmental or sustainable business in the future.''

