Solar Shingles

This breakthrough is the next generation of building-integrated photovoltaics (BIPV), or solar panels built right into buildings' external structures. You see, traditional solar panels are large, unsightly and expensive. But with solar shingles and glass, the architectural design appears unchanged. Take a look at this house, which has installed the company's solar roof shingles: 


These little solar roof tiles can actually generate enough electricity for your entire house. 

When most people think about solar, they envision photovoltaic devices (PV). This is what a typical photovoltaic installation looks like: 
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Now during the energy crisis of the 1970s, serious interest in solar technology took hold in the U.S. But due to prohibitive prices, large-scale applications were nearly impossible. 

However, in 2007, with oil trading at $90 a barrel, interest in solar has returned. Only this time, PV is cost-effective. 

In 1976, the average selling price per watt was about $100. Today it's significantly less. Take a look: 
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With such a drastic reduction in price, coupled with the ever-increasing price of oil, it's no wonder that both residential and industrial consumers are starting to flock towards solar alternatives. 

There's no doubt the PV business is booming. 

