Candidate Q&A: Energy policy 

The Wisconsin State Journal has asked the four major candidates for president their views on a variety of state-specific topics. This is the latest in a series summarizing their responses. The primary is Tuesday. 

Q. How would you boost the production and use of renewable energy from Wisconsin sources such as forests and farms?

Hillary Rodham Clinton (D):

"I have proposed a Strategic Energy Fund that would inject $50 billion over 10 years into research, development, and deployment of renewable energy, energy efficiency, clean coal technology, ethanol and other homegrown biofuels. This fund will help increase the production and use of renewable energy from sources like Wisconsin 's forests and farms. I will also establish a Renewable Energy Standard to require that 25 percent of our electricity comes from wind, solar, biomass, geothermal and other renewable sources by 2025. To spur increased production of ethanol and other renewable fuels, I will raise the national renewable fuels goal from the current level of 7.5 billion gallons by 2012 to 36 billion gallons annually by 2022 and to 60 billion gallons by 2030. "

Barack Obama (D):

"I have called for the production of 60 billion gallons of American-grown biofuels by 2030, including cellulosic ethanol derived from sources such as forests and advanced biodiesel. I have also called for ending subsidies to the oil and gas industries to help level the playing field for biofuels producers. I also want to lower the carbon content of our fuels by 10 percent by 2020. To curb global warming, I want a hard cap on all carbon emissions -- an 80 percent reduction by 2050. To reach that goal, I will implement a 100 percent auction for carbon allowances to ensure that all polluters have to pay based on the amount of pollution they release. I will use the proceeds from that auction to invest $150 billion over the next decade in developing and deploying clean, affordable energy and creating millions of new American jobs. "

John McCain (R):

"As president, John McCain will implement a national energy strategy -- a declaration of independence from the risk bred by our over-reliance on imported oil from petro-dictators. Essential to the success of such a strategy is expanding and diversifying our alternative and renewable energy portfolio. Alcohol fuels made from corn, sugar, switchgrass and many other sources, along with fuel cells, biodiesel derived from waste products, natural gas, and other technologies are all promising and available alternatives to oil. John McCain does not support subsidizing every alternative, but he will encourage the development of infrastructure and markets necessary for these products, and let consumers choose the winners. "

Mike Huckabee (R):

Declined to respond.

